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Obsolete Man
1. Explain the story’s point of view
The story is based on a futuristic technological world that has been created on the basis of destruction of human freedom where logic is an enemy and truth is a menace
2. The main character/protagonist is Romney Wordsworth. Explain why the main character’s name has symbolic value
The protagonist’s name has a symbolic value since he is educated and well informed, his words are strongly outspoken and against the entire system.
3. What is the purpose of the hearing
The hearing is to make a finding on Mr. Wordsworth being obsolete and make a sentence accordingly.
4. The subaltern requests clarification on a term. What is the term and why does he ask for clarification.
The subaltern requests for clarification of the term librarian, he seeks clarification of this term since that occupation is considered obsolete.
5. Explain why there is no need of a librarian in this society.
There are no books in the society and thus no libraries, this thus results in the assumption that there should not be librarians as a profession.
6. Explain Mr. Wordsworth’s right in this hearing according to the state
His right in the hearing is to make reference to the state and has a choice of choosing a method and time of his liquidation.	
7. Explain what Mr. Wordsworth means when he says a very rich man.
He meant that he is rich in terms of having a luxury of choices.
8. What does Mr. Wordsworth do when the chancellor enters his room
He locks the door behind him.
9. What did the chancellor hope to prove to Mr. Wordsworth by coming to his room?
He hopes that he was invited to Mr. Wordsworth’s room for the last gesture of vengeance for the condemnation he passed on him and to prove that the state isn’t afraid of Mr. Wordsworth.
10. Explain the main reason the Chancellor visits Mr. Wordsworth. Stated by Wordsworth.
Mr. Wordsworth says that the reason why the Chancellor is in his room, a mere librarian’s room is because the state fears him since he does not fit in their formulae and he is the weakness since he does not follow their rules.
11. State and explain the mistakes made by past dictators according to the Chancellor.
The past dictators had the beginnings of the right idea but their main error was that they did not go far enough, and too many undesirables were left behind who formed resistance.
12. Explain why Mr. Wordsworth actually invites the Chancellor to his room
Mr. Wordsworth invited the Chancellor to his room to inform him of his chosen manner of death and that he was going to die alongside him in a bomb blast.
13. Mr. Wordsworth says, “Knowing that you’re going to be blown to smithereens in a few moments isn’t the happiest thought in the world, is it?” why does this depend on the individual?
This knowledge depends on the individual because it is also dependent on how the individual decides to fear the time of death or boldly face their end time.
14. Explain the irony about the Chancellor being in Mr. Wordsworth’s room, and Mr. Wordworth’s method for liquidation. 
The irony is that rather than Mr. Wordsworth pleading and begging for mercy as expected by the Chancellor, it is the Chancellor who pleads upon learning that he too will die in the bomb blasts. He is scared and cries for mercy unto God’s name for whom to him does not exist, and all this while, Mr. Wordsworth is happy and does not how any kind of fear but braces himself for death with brevity.
15. Explain the only possession of any value to Mr. Wordsworth and why it is the only one of any value to him?
The only possession of value to Mr. Wordsworth is his Bible. He had hidden it for 20 years since having it will have resulted to punishment by death, yet he risked having it.
16. Explain why death is the great equalizer.
Death is the great equalizer since in the eyes of death, nothing distinguishes them but they are all alike.
17. Explain the Chancellor’s reaction as his time diminishes.
The Chancellor is afraid of death and is tarnished when the state can’t help him and he realizes that he suffers the same fate as the insignificant librarian yet he has a higher authority in the government.
18. Mr. Wordsworth expresses a BIG IDEA when he says, “There is precious little to distinguish us,” Explain this BIG IDEA in your own life.
This statement means that in spite of our positions in life, we are all equal and what distinguishes us is how we face reality especially at the point of death.
19. The narrator says, “Any state, any entity, and ideology that fails to recognize the worth, the dignity, the rights of man, that state is obsolete.” Describe and explain how if and how this is true of your world.
This is true because, it is the worth, dignity, rights of man that makes any state or entity to be functional and of value.
Important Quotes
Logic is an enemy and truth is a menace- this means that not everyone likes logical reasoning and would rather live a lie than disgrace themselves upon facing truth.
I am a human being. I exist- Mr. Wordsworth said these words to challenge the system having categorized him as obsolete, yet he is human who lives and thus cannot be obsolete.
If I speak one thought aloud, that thought lives even after I’m shoved into my grave- Mr. Wordsworth believed on the impact of reason, that the words that he speaks outlives him.
Delusions that you inject into your veins with printer’s ink- this meant perceived wronged as right.
You have nothing but spindly limbs and a dream- this means being a useless 
Stalin, too. But their error was not one of excess, it was simply not going far enough! Too many undesirables left around, and undesirables eventually create a corp of resistance. Old people for example, clutch at the past and won’t accept the new. The sick, the maimed, the deformed, they fasten onto the healthy body and damage it, so we eliminate them! And people like yourself, they can perform no useful function for the state, so… we put an end to them- this statement reflects one thing, the loss of humanity and dignity and taking up primitive ways of handling fellow humans without pity of kindness.
Knowing that you are going to be blown to smithereens in a few moments isn’t the happiest thought in the world, is it? - These words reflect the consciousness upon death time.
Any state, any entity, and ideology that fails to recognize the worth, the dignity, the rights of man, that state is obsolete – it is worth, dignity and rights of man that defines our existence.
How does a man react to the fact that he is going to be blown to bits in half an hour? Answer: that depends on the individual – this statement illustrates that we have the choice to decide how circumstances affect us and we choose how to react to the situations.
Why don’t you sit down; we’ll have a little chat. Just you and me and the great equalizer, because death is the great equalizer – this phrase points out to the fact that in spite of the differences we have, we all face death in the same manner.
There is precious little to distinguish us – means that we are always the same and equal despite our positions in life.







